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PASTORAL LEASES - NEW TENURE MODEL 
Statement by Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [2.09 pm]:  This week 
will be a historic occasion for the pastoral industry as we provide it with a unique opportunity to have a direct 
say on a new tenure model for its pastoral leases.  Over the past four years, we have been working with the 
pastoral industry to explore the alternatives to fixed-term tenure.  The challenge has been to provide greater 
security for pastoralists, while at the same time maintaining the proper flexibility required to accommodate 
growth in populations in the towns in the rangelands, to make adequate provision for the growing aspiration for 
an extensive conservation estate and to provide for the diversification of activities within those lands. 

It has also been evident from our work with the pastoral industry and environmental groups that we need to put 
in place a stronger mechanism for establishing standards that measure the sustainability of the management of 
pastoral lands, and to ensure that other rangelands such as those held in the conservation estate or as unallocated 
crown land are also responsibly managed.  To this end, we will be sending out to the industry a package of two 
bills: the Rangelands Council Bill 2007 and the Land Administration Amendment Bill 2007.  The Rangelands 
Council established under the legislation will sit above the Pastoral Lands Board and will oversee the 
establishment of environmental management standards for all rangelands.  The Land Administration Amendment 
Bill will set up a 40-year rolling tenure, which is renewable every 10 years provided the lease receives positive 
environmental management reports.  Pastoralists will have until 2025 to elect to move to the new model.  It will 
be a condition precedent for a lessee opting for the new model that native title issues are resolved. Pastoralists 
will be asked to vote on whether they accept the model.  The Land Administration Amendment Bill will proceed 
only if the majority of pastoralists support it. 
I also take this opportunity to acknowledge the Pastoralists and Graziers Association of Western Australia’s 
100th anniversary this year and to congratulate it on its very active advocacy on behalf of its members in the 
pastoral industry.  I was fortunate to be able to join the PGA at its centenary ball at the historic Fossil Downs 
station at Fitzroy Crossing.  The Kimberley hospitality extended by Annette and John Henwood was 
magnificent.  Equally, their commitment to preserving history is achieved through great passion and hard work.  
This pastoral lease began in 1885 after an arduous three-year journey from New South Wales by members of the 
MacDonald family.  I thank Annette and John, not only for a brilliant event, but also for their exceptional work 
in preserving 125 years of history of the Kimberley, and also for their commitment to ensuring sustainable land 
use management in the rangelands of the Kimberley. 
 


